2 
CHINESE SPY; 


OR 


THE 


EMISSARY from the Court of 
PEKIN, 


_— 


— —— lus 


THE PRESEN'T STATE OF EUROPE. 


Tranſlated from the CI. 


— ny 


In Sxzx Vortvunss. 


— 


VOL. L 


| — —TT—=—_ _—_ 


r 


DUB LIL I Nt 


Printed for F. Witson, |. Exsnaw 
S. Corr, E.Warrzs, |. Ports, 
and L Wittrans 


2 * 
Sd . 1 3 * _ 


MBCCLXVsI. 


ä — — r — » —— —— . — —ñ—ꝓ— — 2 —— — — — 


— ů OY o _— 


— 


| 
| 
: 


PREFACE. 


H E public, perhaps, may expect a preface 

in commendation of the following ſheets ; 
but our age has a more certain and expeditious me- 
thod of determining literary merit. At the firſt ap- 
pearance of a work, it is the cuſtom of many, bare- 
ly on caſting an eye on the title-page, to ſay, That's 
tak and throw it down ; or they affirm it to be a 
ſhall good performance, and peruſe it. 


I ſhall not preſume to conteſt the privilege which 
every man has to open or ſhut this book : if it hits 
the public taſte, it will be read ; if it does not, I 
ſhall be under no concern to fee it neglefted. 


The Chineſe who wrote theſe letters met with 
me at Port POrient, where I happened to be at 
their landing : they made me handſome offers to 
accompany them in their travels through Europe, 
being ſent by their court to inquire into the pre- 
ſent tate of this part of the globe. 


In the courſe of our travels, I found means to 
come at a great number of their letters, which I 
here publiſh. So much for the hiſtory of the book: 
as to myſelf, the reader will be pleaſed to indulge 
my filence. Should I be known it might poſſibly 


ſpoil the plan of the work : the cry would be, He 
oQ 
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write about religion, manners and morality ! he 
who in his other writings fays never a word in re- 
gard to any ſuch ſubject, and who feems to have 
put forth a book only to abuſe the French miniſtry ! 
Such nefleftions the critics never fail to vent, as re- 
quiring no great effort of genius. 


Thus I am here little more than a tranſlator , 
the moſt knetty part of my labour has been in the 
mechaniſm of the book; for befides adapting theſe 
letters to our manners, I have cleared them of a cer- 
ain cladfical gravity, and the lumber of Chineſs 
ceremonial, as it muſt have been extremely digul- 
fal to an European reader. | 


Some commentators, fond of centring every 
theſe letters, have combined them together, have 
put thoſe of the middle at the end, at the beginning 
thoſe which were in the centre, and inverted the 
whole difpofition of them, and thus have given the 
public a very pretty Chineſe romance. I have pro- 
ceeded otherwiſe ; for with all my fonduefs for let- 
ters, I deteſt books ; plan, diviſion, order, and the 
whole mechaniſm of a work, are quite foreign 
from my genius. 


I pabliſh theſe letters juſt as they were written ; 
if they contain any thing good, it will be met with 
in the peruſal; if otherwiſe, no order that I could 
have given them would have made them better, 
nor conſequently have been of any uſe. 


Travellers who write, do not fet down things in 
precide onder, but as they fee them. This 2 
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being nature itſelf is preferable to art, the flave of 
rule and method. 


Another inconveniency in theſe letters is, that in 
ſome the ſabjeft is treated of pretty much at large, 
whit, in others, it is as it were only delineated. 
This, however, 2 dexterous tranflator would have 
been at no loſs to reflify, ſhortening the former 
and lengthening the latter ; that is, he would have 
led fome, and have given crutches to others; or 
to be fill more punctual, he would have caſt them 
into a new mould, and thus have in all parts ob- 
ferved- the laws of geometry. But I, 
that a book may be made without ſquare and com- 
paſs, have left thangs as I found them. 


It may ſeem ſomewhat ſtrange, that theſe 
ers ſhould come at the of a multitude of 
things, with which the very people among whom 
they travel, are as yet unacquainted : but the cauſe 
of this may be found in that turn for refleftion, 
which characterines the Chineſe above any other 
Aftatics. - 


The Chineſe, as to laws, morality, and polity 
maſt be acknowledged our maſters ; a pre-eminence 
partly derived from their antiquity. The govern- 
ment of China was formed and ſettled long before 
any European eſtabliſhment ; and this ſucceſſion of 
ideas concerning the duties of civil life has made 
the beſt moralifts in the world. 
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Sequel of the great epcchas of Eurege, to the ſame at 


Paris. 
Unors, Which, in the time of the Romans, 
had but one miſter, became divided into pet- 
22 without number. The 


dred, IDS ws © mang 


> and there were flates, the whole collefied 


of which made thirty perſons, the mo- 


there is but one monarch on a continent, 
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this rate, what fayeſt thou of 2 
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The fame, te the Mandarin Miniffer at Pekin. 
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office ſets to work, and endeavours to 


diſcharge his 


to tell thee, that theſe folks 


are here called miniſters of ſtate. 


function in the beſt manner he can. 
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you have the ſcurce ct the 
the Americans, Indians, 
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trampled on, their kings ſhackled, and put to 
1gnominicus tortures. Were the Eurcpeans g 
ot no other crimes, equitable nations muſt ever 
on them as abominable monſters. If heaven be juſt 
ſuch atrocious guilt cannot e puniſhment. 
We ſhall one day hear at Fekin that this part of 
the world is deſtroyed, cr with all its inhabi- 
tants. Chaſliſement already begins to declare itſelf; 
one of the moſt iplendid Crectron clijes hes hon 
lately ſwalleu ed up; and moſt juſtly did heaven dif- 
charge its full on thas kingdom, a the ff 
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Paris. 
HE diforder I had gct at the French 
inſenſibly turned to a mc!uncholy or vapour, 
In the night I was haunted with gl.ofts yu 4 quay 
and in the day my fancy was hurt ied with murder 
and aſſaſũnations. 

L az plied my ſelf to the learned faculty of piyfici- 
ans. is folewn members, aſter deltberating onthe 
ſeveral ſyniptoms of my Cifcaſe, agreed that it wa 
to be difcuiled by another of an oppoſite nature; 
this, it ſeems, is the ufual methed of that reſpeſta- 
ble * z accordingly, to cure me of the noxious 
effects of tragedy, [ w.5 directed th frequent come- 
_ 2 EE: 3 

6s patient ru Poarceaugnac ; 

„ Pourceaugnuc \heuld not take c ffect, let him go to 
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og and atrabilarious humour ; 

«© he, after thispicce, find no relief, we preſcribe the 
«© Afifed Ladies; and ſhould all the iss fail, 
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No Paurccuugnac nor Mercury was acted; but, at 
length, the King's comedians advertiſed the Chears 
Scapin, and, after that, the HM Ladies. I 
great hopes from theſe two pieces, on which 
the reſpectable faculty laid the chief ſtreſs; but I 
know not how, fo far was the remedy from opera- 
I that I was taken with a fit of oſcitancy, jutt 
uy. ſcene of the bag, whence I expected relief. 
However I perceived that preſcription to be ac- 
ing to art; for the audience laughed immode- 
_ rately. There mnii have been ſome radical defect 
in me which the faculty could not heal; perhaps it 
is not given to a Cluncſe, who has any tern of 
thought, to laugh like a Frenchman at the bald 
jokes and obſ-ene ambiguities with which theſe far- 
ces are ftuffed. It i 1 1 in order to 
this, the taſte muſt be fo far vitiated as to prefer 
to things, phraſes to expreſſion, and inipid 
found morality. 


4 


L 


F 
Fel 
fel 


A Frenchman, as as hypocritical, 
* make 
him, would naturally com- 
pany. . he 


vi 


: 
* 
i 
3 
I 
: 


2 


Vin W Bin 4a %wzw= r 


111141 1 11 


SL 


1. 


LETTER IXI. 


The fame, to the fame, at Pekin. 
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LETTER LXV. | 
The Same, to the Cenſor of the Empire, at Pekin. 
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three governments, but the Europeans 

longer any fear, virtue, or honour, all that is 10 

about conſtitutions is no more than a political 1 

mance, — noching to do with 
LETTER LXVII. 


The Mandarin Sin-lio- ei, to the Mandari Cham-ꝑi- 
pi, at Paris. 


Turin. 


OD, at the beginning of the workl, formed 

the heavens, thin ne _—_ the earth, && 
terwards he made a pi : high mountain, 
which I croſſed in my way to A It riſes fo far 
amid the clouds, that the traveller, at reach 
the top, finds himſelf in the region of the moon. 
It i- the longeſt ladder in all the earth for 
up to heaven, and at the end of it you fee the 
under your fect. 

I beueve God had collected this immenſe heap 
ftone., with a view of a city to ſerve v3 
priſon to the demons, who thus would have bern 

cut off tram all intercourſe with men ; but nm 
— having been corrupted fince the wing 
of bin. hom the Europc aus call the MeF es 


ty is becone ro ne, beca nf: he © + hat 
N Chriſtian 5% 

The city of Turin ie m t and wlll 
built ; the prople are a ; 2.12 Iraks 
ans ; not Ha. k and gene. nn 
ed French, nor fo crafty an. „to bring 


then. nder the denomir atio u |: 1124059. 
chemiſts go ſo ar as to jay, th. ing 
Piedmenteſe, out of five ounces . 4 i 
three French, a d two Ita lian. All th. le pes 
ple w. nt for faking, is Werds; Witt. 
they would expr21s them'elves ike ther 
nations, but givi-:ridge is al! they have. ch 
French and Italian as the Piedmonteſe ſpeak 
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large book, and faid to her with a loud voice, a 


. wine, Madam, for tre Cardinal de Berxi: ;, 4 


cheeſe fer the Prince de Saul iſe; and a quar- 
of gn. - Sager 
a drew my attention, and I liſtened to 


he, addreſins >imfelf to a pigmy of a man, with an 
WM fene countenance, what ſayeſt thou to the 
matter either does that concern me, [aid the lat- 
ter; the government cr the capital is my province, 
and my hands are ſo full with it, that I have not 
ume to think on the ſtate: the kingdom of Paris 


will not allow me to micd chat of France. 
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the Duke found means 0 fling the vatican with all 
its policy, he will, doubii-is, be 2 match for St. 
Was 


Po I Religion, on every fide, 
oporeſſed the Chriflians, ſo that Europe was expir- 
Ing under the weight of its deſpotiſm, when a monk, 
named Luther, broached fome religious doubts, 
which, in general, did not affect fundamentals. His 
firſt plan extended not to a reformation ; but, in a- 
moſt all political and. religious concerns, the EM 
peans go farther than they intended ; he himſelf wa 
quite amazed at the progreſs he had made, and u 
finding himſelf a reformer, whilſt he had meaned 
no more than to be an innovator. Soon after him, 
one Calvin male his appearance, and with no lef 
fucceſs. It muſt be owned that the miniiters of the 
Chriſtian church themſelves haſtened on a revolute 
on, by the enormous abuſe of their power. All the 
annals of are full of their opprefſion : the 


Fopes, and the Biſhops, their repreſentatives, a 
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before nature has taught her : that is, the is cor- 
rupted before ſhe has had time to be fo; for in Eu- 
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